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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's filed 04/28/04 has been entered and carefully considered. 
However, limitations of claims have not been found to be patentable over 
newly discovered prior art, therefore, claims 1-54 are rejected under the new 
ground of rejection as set forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in 
the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international 
application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
371 (c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1-7, 10, 32-37 and 49-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Fowlow et al. [US. 6,189,138]. 
As to claims 1 and 32, Fowlow et al. discloses a computer implemented 
method and corresponding apparatus for adding program elements to 
programs in a graphical user interface comprising the steps/means for a 
memory configured to store program instructions (column 6, lines 5-1 5); a 
display device (column 4, lines 25-30); a processor configured to read the 
program instructions from the memory and to execute the program 
instructions (column 8, lines 31-50); displaying one or more windows of a 
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program currently being edited on the display (figure 5, column 10, lines 30- 
44); displaying a search window on the display (figure 6, 610, 612); receiving 
user input in the search window specifying a search criteria (column 12, lines 
14-35); identifying and displaying information regarding a plurality of possible 
program elements in the search window in accordance with the search 
criteria user input (column 12, lines 14-52); receiving user input for selecting 
a program element from the plurality of possible program elements (column 
12, lines 53-67); incorporating the selected program element in a first window 
of the one or more windows of the program (figure 5, 552, column 1 1 , lines 
28-45). 

As to claims 2-4 and 33-35, Fowlow et al. teaches the plurality of possible 
program elements being selectable by the user from the search window to 
add functionality to the one or more windows of the program currently being 
edited (column 11, lines 28-42 and column 12, lines 12-35). 
As to claims 5, 36 and 50, Fowlow et al. also teaches receiving user input to 
drag-and-drop the selected program element into the first window (figure 5, 
552, column 1 1 , lines 29-45) 

As to claim 6, Fowlow et al. teaches searching for the search string in a 
plurality of text items comprising text items related to the program elements 
(column 12, lines 15-35); and displaying one or more text items located by 
said searching for the search string, wherein each of the one or more located 
text items includes the search string, and wherein each of the one or more 
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located text items references one of the plurality of possible program 
elements (column 12, lines 15-53). 

As to claim 7, Fowlow et al. also teaches the user input selecting the program 
element from the plurality of possible program elements specifies one of the 
one or more located text items, wherein the specified located text item 
references the selected program element (figure 5, column 13, lines 44-65). 
As to claim 10, Fowlow et al. also shows displaying the search window being 
performed in response to user input to the graphical user interface (figure 6, 
612). 

As to claim 37, the claims are analyzed as previously discussed with respect 
to claims 6-7. 

As to claim 49, the claim is analyzed as previously discussed with respect to 
claims 1-2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis 
for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

Claims 8-9, 1 1-31, 38-48 and 51-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Fowlow et al. 



Application/Control Number: 09/894,660 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2179 

As to claims 8 and 38, Fowlow et al. discloses the palette window including 
plurality of palette items. However, Fowlow et al. fails to teach hierarchy of 
palette windows. Although Fowlow et al. disclose of a palette window 
comprising one or more palette items that each represent one of the plurality 
of possible program elements (components, figure 5, 552), they do not 
explicitly mention the hierarchy of palette windows. It is well known in the 
state of the art that the application window of Fowlow is implemented in the 
hierarchy of palette windows. The Examiner takes OFFICAL NOTICE. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Fowlow et al. before him, the application window of Fowlow et 
al. to be the hierarchy of palette windows in order for presenting a large 
number of palette items, as made known in the state of the art. 
As to claims 9, 19 and 39, Fowlow et al. teaches the palette window including 
plurality of palette items. Fowlow et al. fails to teach the navigation items 
including a forward navigation item, a backward navigation item and an up 
navigation item are implemented in the hierarchy of palette windows. 
However, Official Notice is taken that implementations of the forward, 
backward and upward navigation items are well know in the art. In light of the 
rejection set forth above, it would have been obvious to one of skill in the art , 
at the time the invention was made, to combine the well know 
implementations of the navigation items to Fowlow. Motivation of the 
combine is for navigation among the hierarchy of palette window 
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As to claims 1 1 , 20, 40, 44, 52 and 54, Fowlow et al. shows the displaying on 
the display the window comprising palette items. Fowlow et al. fail to teach 
the hierarchy of palette windows. However, Official Notice is taken that 
implementations of the plurality of palette windows in the hierarchical 
structure. In light of the rejection set forth above, it would have been obvious 
to one of skill in the art, at the time the invention was made to combine the 
well known implementations of the hierarchy of palette windows to Fowlow. 
Motivation of the combine is for presenting a large amount of palette items. 
Beside, Fowlow et al. discloses displaying on the display a first palette 
window from the hierarchy of palette windows, wherein one or more of the 
palette windows in the hierarchy comprise palette items that are selectable 
by a user to add functionality on one or more windows of a program currently 
being edited in the graphical user interface, and wherein one or more of the 
palette windows in the hierarchy of palette windows of the first palette 
window (figure 5, column 11, lines 29-45 and column 10, lines 30-44); 
receiving user input selecting a search item of the first palette window 
(column 12, lines 19-27); displaying a search window in response to said 
user input selecting the search item and receiving user input in the search 
window specifying a search criteria (figure 6, 612); identifying and displaying 
information regarding a plurality of possible palette items in search window in 
accordance with the search criteria user input (column 12, lines 14-52); 
receiving user input selecting a palette item from the plurality of possible 
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palette items (figure 6, 552); and incorporating the selected program element 
in a first window of the one or more windows of the program (figure 5, 552, 
column 1 1 , lines 28-45). 

As to claim 12, Fowlow et al. shows wherein the palette items including icons 
that are selectable by the user to incorporate graphical user interface 
elements in a graphical user interface of the program currently being edited 
(column 3, lines 46-60). 

As to claim 13, the claim is analyzed as previously discussed with respect to 
claim 2. 

As to claims 14, 42 and 53, the claims are analyzed as previously discussed 
with respect to claim 5. 

As to claim 15, the claim is analyzed as previously discussed with respect to 
claims 6. 

As to claim 16, the claim is analyzed as previously discussed with respect to 
claim 7. 

As to claims 17-18 and 23, Fowlow et al. also shows the plurality of possible 
palette items including palette items from the one or more of the palette 
windows in the hierarchy comprising palette items (figure 5, 552). 
As to claim 21 , the claim is analyzed as previously discussed with respect to 
claims 6 and 15 

As to claim 22, In light of rejection of hierarchy of palette windows, Fowlow et 
al. also provides the user input selecting the new palette window from the 
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plurality of possible palette windows specifies one of the one or more located 
text items in the search window, wherein the specified located text item 
references the new palette window). 

As to claim 24, In light of rejection of hierarchy of palette windows, Fowlow et 
al. demonstrates prior to said displaying the search window in response to 
said user input selecting the search item: receiving user input selecting a 
navigation item displayed on the search windows; and displaying a 
previously displayed palette window in the hierarchy of palette windows in 
response to said user input selecting the navigation item. 
As to claim 25, In light of the rejection of hierarchy of palette windows, 
Fowlow et al. also demonstrates the navigation item is one of a forward 
navigation item, a back navigation item, and an up navigation item. 
As to claim 26-28, In light of the rejection of hierarchy of palette windows, 
Fowlow et al. discloses the navigation item being a back navigation item 
operable when selected to display a most recently previously displayed 
palette window in a backward direction; the navigation item being a forward 
navigation item operable when selected to display a most recently previously 
displayed palette window in a forward direction and the navigation item being 
an up navigation item operable when selected to display a parent palette 
window of the first palette window, regardless of the most recently previously 
displayed palette window. 
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As to claim 29, Fowlow et al. shows the program currently being edited is a 
graphical program, and wherein the palette items include icons that are 
selectable by the user to include function nodes in the graphical program 
(column 3, lines 47-65). 

As to claims 30 and 47, Fowlow et al. also demonstrates the program being a 
graphical program, and wherein the palette items include icons that are 
selectable by the user to add functionality to the graphical program (column 
3, lines 46-65). 

As to claims 31 and 48, Fowlow et al. teaches the information regarding the 
plurality of possible palette windows displayed in the search window includes 
information regarding one or more possible program elements wherein the 
information regarding the one or more possible program elements is 
selectable by the user from the search window to add functionality to the 
program (column 12, line 14 through column 15, line 16). 
As to claim 41 , the claim is analyzed as previously discussed with respect to 
claims 12-13. 

As to claim 43, the claim is analyzed as previously discussed with respect to 
claims 6-7 

As to claim 45, the claim is analyzed as previously discussed with respect to 
claims 6-7 

As to claim 46, the claim is analyzed as previously discussed with respect to 
claims 24-25. 
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As to claim 51 , Fowlow et al. discloses one or more of the palette windows in 
the hierarchy each comprise one or more palette items that each represent 
one of the plurality of possible program elements (column 13, lines 42-60). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-54 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Responses to this action should be mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231. If applicant desires fax a response, 
(703) 872-9306 for all kind of communications. NOTE, A Request for 
Continuation (Rule 60 or 62) cannot be faxed. 

Please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT" for information facsimile 
communications. For after final responses, please label "AFTER FINAL" or 
"EXPEDITED PROCEDURE" on the document. 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 
Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA., Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Mylinh Tran whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-1304. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Thursday from 8.00AM to 6.30PM 
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If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner 's supervisor, Heather Herndon, can be reached on (703) 
308-5186, 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 305-3800. 
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